March 2020
Volume 5

OMNI
OL-HOOT
01

Over the course of two weeks, our community has rapidly transitioned from gathering on our campuses every day to being ordered to stay at home, all
as a result of COVID-19. In an effort to continue our mission of empowering children in a community faithful to the teachings of Maria Montessori, we
have implemented the following Learning at Home activities:

•

•

•

•

•

In Primary, families receive a weekly calendar with work ideas for children including printables, virtual field trips, new crafts, and even some
cooking suggestions. In addition, on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday new videos of the Guides giving a variety of lessons are posted on the
Primary Team's YouTube channel. Plus, every day, Ms. Crystal adds a video of herself reading a chapter from a children's book. Beginning
this week, the Guides are also setting up Zoom meetings with their students and their families.
In Lower Elementary, the Guides send out a daily email with work ideas, including word study lessons, cursive writing practice, math skills,
reading suggestions, creative writing ideas, science and geography activities, and art suggestions. Ms. Kristi sends out a weekly snack
preparation video. Ms. Kate has also created cooking videos and a read aloud video. Like the Primary Team, the Lower Elementary Guides
are meeting with their students and families on a weekly basis via a variety of video and teleconferencing tools.
In Upper Elementary, Bottle Tree is using Google Classroom and Google Hangouts to conduct remote learning. The Bottle Tree students
have created remote learning family charters, received lessons, participated in book groups, conferenced with Mr. Rowan, etc., essentially
maintaining a daily rhythm of Montessori work. Likewise, Red Maple receives a morning greeting email with work suggestions from Ms.
Susie and those students have created their own daily work schedules. Ms. Susie also meets with her families once per week. Finally, all
Upper Elementary students continue to have weekly homework assignments!
Our Adolescent Program is also using Google Classroom to ensure that the students are receiving instruction each school day. The AP Guides
have been adhering to their weekly schedule, including having Creative Expression and Physical Expression on Mondays. In addition, this
past Monday, the AP held its first virtual Council Meeting via Zoom. It was truly wonderful to see all of the adolescent students' faces and
hear their thoughts. Speaking of which, four of our adolescent students recently participated in a podcast with Jesse McCarthy, the link for
which is here: The Voice of Students Stuck at Home.
The administration has been working behind the scenes to support our guides, continue with admissions, consult with our accrediting bodies
and ensure that essential business and facilities operations continue.

During this unusual time, our most important goal, however, is retaining connections with our students, families and employees. We welcome any
suggestions that you have on how we can continue to connect and support you.
Wishing you well!

Cindy
Omni:Insights events are designed to answer questions about
Montessori education and to offer parents a view of what
happens in Omni Montessori School classrooms. Whether it is
through presentations like Montessori 101, Primary Share My
World or Adolescent Program Slice of Life, our goal is to
support parents. Watch the January
2020 Omni:Insights presentation: https://www.omnimontessori.org/35th-anniversary/Omni-insights.cfm
Now, as we practice social distancing and follow country,
state, and county mandates we are extending our support to
parents by developing creative avenues to connect students
with guides and friends to promote learning from home.
Watch for ways to remotely attend Omni:Insights events,
connect with the Parent Association, and discuss learning
strategies with the guides and level coordinators. Together
we are strong! #WeAreOmni
Omni’s 35th Anniversary Gala and
Auction has been postponed, but
we will keep you informed about
our new rescheduled date as soon
as it is finalized.
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The Signal
Prints etched deep into the snow,
leading to the shallow cave in the mountain, the only relief from the biting cold.
Onyx eyes stare from the cave, not at the glistening snow,
like diamonds stretched out to the end of the world. Instead,
the eyes are fixed to the sky as if they will never leave the blue expanse.
She is waiting for a signal.
His signal
of polished blue.
Claws sit patiently against the freezing stone, as a tail wraps around them,
ready for a long wait.
The eyes begin to close, as the sun glares like a ruby at the glimmering horizon,
making the snow flash bright before it slips over the edge of the world,
and the land goes dark.
The eyes completely close, covering the piercing black with frostbitten
silver scales.
One drop of silver leaks from one eyes,
freezing on the way to the ground, shattering.
She will not wak up.
Instead she will remain a statue, waiting for the signal that will never come,
For he is dead, with silver blood dripping into the snow,
soon to be covered with diamonds.
By: Grace Baudhuin

Fahrenheit 451 final project

The Adolescents have a
broom ball tournament

The broiler chicks arrived at
the beginning of March

The
pigs
arrive!!
Tony takes a ride on
the Zamboni

…Lastly, a vegetarian diet will improve the current state of our planet, both in terms of world hunger and environmentally. Over 10
pounds of plant protein are used to make 1 pound of beef protein. Researched by Cornell University, the amount of grain used to feed
US livestock is enough to feed 800 million people. The amount of water used to make one pound of beef is about 2,500 gallons and
one pound of chicken at 660 gallons. Alternatively, it will only take a rough 220 gallons to make a pound of tofu and 180 gallons for a
pound of wheat flour. Finally, our environment will benefit with the decrease of greenhouse gasses. According to the United Nations
Food and Agricultural Organization, 18% of the global greenhouse gasses come from raising animals. That is larger than the
transportation sector. The United Nations Environment Programme states, “worldwide diet change away from animal product” is
necessary to stop the worst effects of global climate change (“Should People Become Vegetarians”).
An excerpt from “Why More of Society Should Choose to be Vegetarians” by Meera Patel

ELEMENTARY
After the Winter Break, the elementary classes embarked on
an in-depth learning experience about Native American
history and cultures. The children from all four of our
elementary classes joined one of the following groups:
Northwest Coast, Southwest Plateau, Eastern Woodlands, or
Great Plains. In addition to delving into an in-depth
exploration of the tribes of their region, they focused on
learning about the geography, climate, plants and animals,
and the fundamental needs, and overall cultures specific to
their particular region. All groups visited Town Creek Indian
Mound, the Catawba Cultural Center and the Schiele
Museum. We welcomed Hawk Hurst to our campus for
several days of music, story telling, and experiences learning
about how native cultures historically met their needs.
Following this the groups began multiple hands-on learning
sessions to explore and create some of the music, food, and
arts of the Native American tribes. The experience
culminated with a living museum where the children had the
opportunity to showcase their experiences, and share some
of their knowledge, and hard work with the rest of the Omni
community.
-

Portia Williams

https://www.omni-montessori.org/35th-anniversary/immersion.cfm

PRIMARY

Children in the Sweetgum
classroom experience the length
of a saltwater crocodile

The 3rd years attend the
Nutcracker at CPCC

As I looked through the photos from the Share My World events this year, I was
struck by something: the lovingly prepared environments that are the Primary
classrooms. Every day, your children enter a space that rarely changes. It is
beautiful, uncluttered, consistent and built for the child. As we embark upon a
time of at-home learning, I encourage you to create a space for your child that has
these same qualities. You are by no means recreating the Montessori classroom
their guide so lovingly designed for them, but it will be a space lovingly designed
by their guide for life…you. The Montessori classroom is stocked with materials
that the guides are trained to present, and they practice these presentations over
and over before they present them to your child. At home, while you don’t have
or need these materials, you can support your child’s development both
academically and emotionally by giving them meaningful work: counting rocks,
learning the planets and drawing a picture of the solar system, finding objects in
your house that start with the sound “a”, or spending hours reading together.
The most important gift you can give your child during this time is just that…time.
-

Crystal Jordan

